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Inside the

Security Business

If you've sailed on the high seas,
especially in the Indian Ocean, you've
likely had contact with a security
professional. As part of our piracy issue,
we sat down with Orlando Wilson,

a maritime security expert at Risks
Incorporated, to give you an inside look at
the security business.

with Orlando Wilson

Perhaps not surprisingly, Wilson believes there are

soime key similarities betwesn security professionals
wd merchant seamen: Both work for several months

and get to empoy long stretches of “down
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Security professionals also work, at least to some

extent, in a freelance capacity. And while they may

be affiliated wath a security company, they aren't Ged

[0 a partkCular pob [or Womg, pusl likoe mariners, Seourity

professionals don't, however, get to reap the benefits
f union mermibership like mariners do

Wilson gained his tactcal exper|ence as a mermiber
[ the Batish army, which he podned when he Was 17
He often wishes his colleagues had similar traming
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These days everything is about cerificates, Back
then it was who do you knowe, who can give you a
reference. And (o be b
back then because it

rather than certificat)

nest, things were a lot bether
maore to do with quality
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The current ermphasis on certificates began

socording to Wilson, in the early 2000s, when Langer
corporations got more invobved inthe security
biEiness 1ol o nig b & el art of the '.J|:|'...-",.||
Currently. all mantirme secunty conlractorns hawe
lo pass the ship secunty officer (550) test before
they can serve on a ship. But Wilson says this test
% mirimal, and 350 certification courses typically
realve st theee days of weapons and supenssion
Lraining
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These guys are walking away with their S50
pualification, and Cy re appanently fireanms

Wilson sald, somewhat sarcasbcally.

ramed,”

He confrasts thes wath his military tramng, where new
rfantry memibers sperd e weeks [eaming thoir
weapons before even firng a shob. Ideally, he wants

inclustry with similar expenences, of at b

background working on ships,

Although there are many gualified people in the
ncustry, loose intemational traimdmg dards mear
merchant mariners can't always be certain that the
seCurity gquard on their ship is competent with a
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In addition towidespread lack of
notes another factor that affects the mantime security
business; International weapons Laws, Most countnes
dan't sllow ships to bring weapons nto a port. This
means secunty contractors then have to create a
QarriSon anch wod i intemalonal walers and usually
ting of several tug boats strung together. Here
thy weall Tor ships seeking protection 1o come pick
therm up.
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Whille this approach has he \piad stop Somall paracy, the

political landscape in the Guif of Guinea negion - the
mast active piracy area today - presents signaficant
challenges to maritime security

In this region, “if yiouw're caught with fineanms, youw have
big, big problems,” Wils .aid. “1F yiou're found to be
shiooting at a pirate vessel ofl Migeria, then it wouldn'
LT f their Mawy or police will come after you
ind it s going Lo cost you alot of
probbem.”

micney Lo solve that

Given these challenges, Wilson noted that it s often
best to raln a ship's crevw 1o look after themsedves.
With many ships deploying barbed wire and heeding
protocols lke BMPA, using weapons should only be 2

¥l have somie
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“These days
everything is
about certificates.
..to be honest,
things were a
lot better back
then because

it was more to

do with quality
goldal=Ighdalelp

certifications,”




